del(5q) in acute lymphoblastic leukemia with biphenotypic and early progenitor phenotype.
We report three patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia with biphenotypic and early progenitor phenotype who had del(5q). In the first patient, the del(5q) was the sole abnormality; in the second patient, the del(5q) was interpreted as subclonal evolutionary event; while in the third patient, the rearrangement was transiently present 7 months following the diagnosis of Ph-positive ALL, while the patient was in clinical remission. Review of the literature indicates that del(5q) is rare in ALL. In contrast to its presence in AML, del(5q) in ALL is not an adverse prognostic indicator, and it appears to be more frequent in children.